
 

Community newsletter update – June 2013 
 
Our hall has a beautiful new interior. The old tallow wood floor has been sanded and oiled and looks like 
new again. No more splinters in young feet and a lovely warm and glowing setting for celebrations of all 
kinds, with much improved acoustics. 
  
A busy year of fund-raising by the School of Arts committee and the Iona Public School P & C made other 
improvements possible -  new light fittings in the supper room area, new security lighting outdoors; new 
ceiling fans throughout the hall and kitchen, two new exterior stairs to the stage area have replaced the 
old ones which had crumbled (thanks to the Proctor family for this new work), the cracked old concrete 
water tank has been removed to a new home, and we were finally able to purchase a commercial 
dishwasher, completing the upgrade to the hall’s kitchen to commercial status. 
 
We’ve also upgraded our website, which will make it easier to post community news and events and keep 
us all in touch. You can find our new website at http://woodvillehall.org Visit the site and click on ‘images’ 
to see pictures of our lovely new floor. Remember, too, our lively Facebook site with lots of Woodville 
faces http://www.facebook.com/WoodvilleSchoolOfArts 
 
We recently extended the hall’s insurance to cover public liability for larger events. Previously hirers had 
to fund their own insurance for big events. But these one-off charges were proving prohibitive for hirers 
and we were losing bookings, so now a modest charge is added to our hiring fees to help recoup our near 
$5,000 total annual premium. Because the Woodville School of Arts – the organisation, the land and the 
building – is independently owned and run by the community – we have to pay our own insurance, 
compared with nearby halls that are owned by councils.  
 
That’s why we need members to renew their annual subscriptions, or join our association if you’re not a 
member: $30 for a family, $20 an individual.  Please encourage your friends and neighbours in Woodville 
and nearby to join too. Donations are always welcome. 
 
You can find our membership form on our website at: http://woodvillehall.org/?attachment_id=184  or 
pick up a form at the Woodville store. Our bank direct debit details are also there.  
 
Your membership application or renewal can be posted to The Treasurer, WSoA Inc, c/- Woodville 
General Store, Clarence Town Rd, Woodville, 2321, or you can drop it in at the Woodville store. 
 
Please support our fund-raising event and meet Matt McCredie and Rex this Sunday, too. 
Many thanks for your generous support and for helping to make Woodville such a wonderful community. 
 
Best wishes from the Woodville School of Arts committee. 
 
 
 
 

http://woodvillehall.org/
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http://woodvillehall.org/?attachment_id=184


 

WOODVILLE SCHOOL OF ARTS  

    Special event this Sunday 

Meet the REAL Inspector Rex 
A great Aussie police dog and his handler, Matt McCredie 

 

att McCredie says it was one of the 
greatest pursuits of a criminal that 

he saw in his police career.  But it wasn’t 

a speeding patrol car, a chopper chase or 
high-tech surveillance that tracked down 
the thief in the dead of night – just the 
acute nose and persistence of McCredie’s 
police dog, Rex. 

You can see and hear all about Rex’s 
remarkable tracking skills - and the 
special bond between police dogs and 
their handlers  - in a very special event at 
Woodville School of Arts this Sunday*, 
when best-selling author McCredie talks 
about his 10 years in the NSW Police Dog 
Squad and his new book, “The REAL 
Inspector Rex”.  

The chase began one night around 3am, 
when an inner-Sydney resident reported his car had been broken into and property stolen. McCredie and Rex 
arrived on the scene 45 minutes after the thief had fled. 

Rex picked up a scent and began to follow, with McCredie close at hand: “He’s an excellent tracking dog and has 
tremendous concentration,” says McCredie. “Rex followed that trail through city streets for the best part of an hour 
and we covered about five kilometres in all. “In that time he identified about 20 more vehicles that had also been 
entered and robbed, until he eventually sat down near a car to indicate that he’d found our quarry. I sent him over 
to it and, sure enough, there was the guy hiding under the car with a backpack full of all the gear he’d stolen.”  

McCredie is a compelling storyteller and, with Rex at his side, he will recount more of his experiences with Rex and 
with his previous dog, Merlin, whose untimely death left McCredie deeply saddened. He reveals that life for a police 
dog can be surprisingly harsh, whether being on the wrong end of assaults by criminals and violent drunks, or 
through injuries received from arduous and athletic pursuit work in rough or hazardous terrain.  

McCredie, who spent over 20 years in law enforcement, had to retire a few years ago on medical grounds after 
suffering a major knee injury in the line of duty. Rex is also retired, having passed the maximum age of seven years 
for police dogs, and now lives with McCredie and his family. Even now in civilian life, man and dog are as close as 
Meet Matt McCredie and Rex this Sunday and hear their stories. 
 

WHERE: Woodville School of Arts, Paterson Road, Woodville, 2321.  

WHEN:  Sunday, June 2:      Please note there are two sessions. 

 Session 1:  Midday to 2.30pm, including lunch.   
Noon: Skill demo by Rex.  12.30 – 1.30 buffet-lunch for adults, or a sausage-sizzle/pies for 
kids; 1.30 – 2.30 - Talk by Matt McCredie.  Price: all-inclusive Adults $20; Children $8. 

 Session 2:  3.00pm to 4.30pm, including afternoon tea.  Skill demo by Rex. Talk by Matt 
McCredie. 
 Price: (all inclusive) Adults $8; Children $4. 

 
Bookings essential -  4930 3440  or  woodvillesoa@gmail.com 

 

*** Special community fund-raising event for Woodville School of Arts hall maintenance fund *** 
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